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build into a wholly different structure. There is no
more continuity of development here than between
the beast of prey and its quarry. Let us remember
this when we are carried away by the alluring category
of religious development, and are told that all the
religious history of the Past has been steadily con-
verging towards Christianity as its final form. No
doubt Christianity has built into its system many
treasures from the ruins of past religions. When
Israel came out of Egypt she brought with her more
than earrings and jewels. When Christianity went
into Egypt, Athens, and Rome she took as much as
she gave. But let us not call this " development/' or
forget that, save for these scanty traces, the vast
history of man's earlier religious efforts is mere waste,
as far as we are concerned. Like the water bursting
from some reservoir, most of it is locked and impeded
and absorbed. Only our little stream has chanced
to reach us, mingled and lost in waters of a thousand
sources.

Each religion has its own internal law of develop-
ment, according to which it becomes more and more
individualised and separate, less and less capable
of entering as a member into any sort of higher, all-
comprehensive religious organism. If, to-day, various
religions and sects are crying out for reunion, it
is that their vitality is exhausted; it is that injan
needs a new religion, that is to be built out of the
ruins of the old ones. They cannot grow into it;
they can only die that it may live.

Still more futile is it to find a quasi-organic relation
between the countless species of life, extant and
extinct, that have appeared on our globe; to see